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' Though they subsist by the alms of the faithful, their revenues are in reality very large indeed. From time to time they go on tour in great state, with elephants and horses, to confirm the faithful, to decide upon religious matters and to receive alms. Personally, these great Gurus are said to live as Saniyasis should do, in great simplicity of life and habits.
Besides the great Orders of religious mendicants, of which those I have named may be taken as samples, there are large numbers of professional beggars who travel about the country, adopting various devices to attract the attention of the people and to extract alms for themselves. A small gro'up of men, usually of the cowherd caste, having with them several trained bulls may often be seen. The bulls are dressed up in a fantastic manner and have been taught to dance, and to bow their heads, as if in assent to anything said to them, and to place their feet upon their masters, and to perform various other tricks. The men have musical instruments and drums, and are themselves clothed in a grotesque manner. These are very sturdy beggars and, when they receive anything, the givers may be licked by the bull as a blessing for the gift. There are also the snake-charmers, the trained bearleaders, and the trained monkey-men, who travel up and down the country begging. They are also professional story-tellers. The story-tellers in the parts of India I know about, amongst other stories, tell that of Bussy and his wars with the English. Some people go about with a sort of portable puppet-show and flog themselves with a kind of scourge, until the blood flows; all to excite pity or admiration and. to get alms. Some go about with a small double drum, shaped like a large hour-glass, which is sounded very rapidly by a quick turn of the wrist, which brings a hard knotted cord to bear upon the parchment at both ends. They also add to their accomplishments by barking like a dog.